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We prove a multi-dimensional analog of the theorem of Hardy and Littlewood about the
logarithmic bound of the Lp-average of the conjugate harmonic functions, 0 < p  1. We
also give suﬃcient conditions for a harmonic vector to belong to Hp(Rn+1+ ), 0< p 1.
Published by Elsevier Inc.
1. Introduction and statements of main results
The following result of Hardy and Littlewood [4] is classical.
Theorem 1. Let 0< p  1, and let f (z) = u(z) + iv(z) be an analytic function in the unit disc D := {z ∈ C: |z| < 1}, such that








 C, 0 r < 1. (1)
Then







In this paper we prove an analog of Theorem 1 for conjugate harmonic functions in Rn+1+ = Rn × (0,∞). The case
p < (n − 1)/n leads to additional diﬃculties, since |F |p is subharmonic, provided p  (n − 1)/n [7].
To formulate our ﬁrst result we brieﬂy introduce some notation and deﬁnitions [2]. Let U (x, y) be a harmonic function
in Rn+1+ ≡ Rn × (0,∞). We say that the vector-function V (x, y) = (V1(x, y), . . . , Vn(x, y)) is the conjugate of U (x, y) in


















, i = k, k = 1, . . . ,n.
* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: ryabogin@math.kent.edu (D. Ryabogin).0022-247X/$ – see front matter Published by Elsevier Inc.
doi:10.1016/j.jmaa.2010.03.035
A. Ryabogin, D. Ryabogin / J. Math. Anal. Appl. 369 (2010) 686–693 687If U (x, y) and V (x, y) are conjugate in Rn+1+ in the above sense, then the vector-function
F (x, y) = (U (x, y), V (x, y))= (U (x, y), V1(x, y), . . . , Vn(x, y))
is called a harmonic vector.
Deﬁne











, p > 0.
The notation f (x, y) ⇒xy→∞ 0 means that f (x, y) converges to 0 uniformly with respect to x, provided y → ∞.
We have
Theorem 2. Let 0< p  1, and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be the harmonic vector such that
1) Vi ⇒xy→∞ 0, i = 1, . . . ,n, 2) Mp(y,U ) C, 3) Mp(1, F ) C . (3)
Then
Mp(y, V ) AC + AC | log y|1/p. (4)
The third condition in (3) appears after the application of the Main Theorem of Calculus, see (8), (9). The logarithmic















∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣)p dx,
see Lemmata 3, 4, 5.










∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣)p dx< ∞.
Our second result is
Theorem 3. Let 0< p  1, and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be the harmonic vector such that
1) F ⇒xy→∞ 0, 2) Mp(1, F ) C, 3) I(p) < ∞. (5)
Then F ∈ Hp.
The methods of the proof are similar to those in [5]. In particular, we use Lemma 2 [5] to prove Theorem 2 (see the
proof of Lemma 5). Nevertheless, the results obtained in this note do not follow from [5] and represent an independent
interest.
The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we give all necessary deﬁnitions and auxiliary results used in the sequel.
In Sections 3 and 4 we prove Theorems 2 and 3. For convenience of the reader we split our proofs into elementary lemmata.
2. Auxiliary results
To deﬁne the space Hp(Rn+1+ ) we follow the work of Fefferman and Stein [2]. Let U (x, y) be a harmonic function in Rn+1+ ,
and let U j1 j2 j3... jk denote a component of a symmetric tensor of rank k, 0 ji  n, i = 1, . . . ,n. Suppose also that the trace
of our tensor is zero, meaning
n∑
U jjj3... jk (x, y) = 0, ∀ j3, . . . , jk.j=0
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U j1 j2 j3... jk (x, y)
)
, x0 = y, 0 jk+1  n.
Deﬁnition. (See [2].) We say that U ∈ Hp(Rn+1+ ), p > 0, if there exists a tensor of rank k of the above type with the
properties:








dx< ∞, ( j) = ( j1, . . . , jk).





p/2 is subharmonic for p  pk = (n − k)/(n + k − 1), see [1,2,8].
We remind that the radial and the non-tangential maximal functions are deﬁned as follows:
F+(x) = sup
y>0







)= {(x, y) ∈ Rn+1+ : ∣∣x− x0∣∣<αy}, α > 0,
is an inﬁnite cone with the vertex at x0. It is well known [2] that
F ∈ Hp(Rn+1+ ) ⇐⇒ Nα(F ) ∈ Lp ⇐⇒ F+ ∈ Lp, p > 0.
We also deﬁne the weak maximal function
WF(x, y) = sup
ζy
∣∣F (x, ζ )∣∣, y > 0.
The above expression is understood as follows: we ﬁx x, and for ﬁxed y we ﬁnd the supremum over all ζ  y.
We will use the following results.
Lemma 1. (See [2, p. 173].) Suppose w is harmonic in Rn+1+ , and Mp(y,u) C for some p, 0< p < ∞. Then
sup
x∈Rn
∣∣u(x, y)∣∣ Ay−n/p, 0< y < ∞. (6)




tap−1w(x, t)p dxdt < +∞,
and for each (x, t) ∈ Rn × [0,+∞) let




sa−1w(x, s + t)ds.
Then wa is subharmonic on R
n+1+ and is ﬁnite a.e. on Rn, and for all t  0,∫
Rn
w(x, t)p dx AC(a,n, p) Ja,p .
Theorem 5. (See [3, p. 269].) Let m ∈ N, p  (n − 1)/(m + n − 1) (if n = 1 we suppose p > 0), and let u : Rn+1+ → R be harmonic.
Then, for all t > 0,
∫
Rn







Lemma 2. (See [5, p. 2464].) Let p > 0 and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be such that V i ⇒xy→∞ 0, i = 1, . . . ,n, Mp(y,U ) C. Then
Mp
(
y,∇k F ) ACy−k, k ∈ N.
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∇k f (x) stands for ( ∂k f (x)
∂xk1
, . . . ,
∂k f (x)
∂xkn
). Everywhere below the constants A(k,n),C, K depend only on the parameters pointed
in parentheses, and may be different from line to line.
3. Proof of Theorem 2
Lemma 3. Let 0< p  1, and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) satisfy Mp(1, F ) C. Then









dx, i = 0,1, . . . ,n, V0 = U . (7)
Proof. By the Main Theorem of Calculus, and the Cauchy–Riemann equations, we have











i = 1,2, . . . ,n,

















and the result follows. 
























∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣)p dx. (10)
Proof. Denote












, Ω(y) := {x ∈ Rn: Φ(x, y) > 0}.
By deﬁnition of Ω(y),∫
Rn\Ω(y)






















dx, 0< y < a 1. (12)
Moreover, using ∂2Ψ/∂ξ2  0 for almost every 0< ξ < 1, we have
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Here the last inequality follows from the deﬁnition of Ω(ξ). Since
Ψ (x, y) (1− y)
∣∣∣∣∂Ψ (x, y)∂ y
∣∣∣∣,






































with (11), and using (13), we obtain (10). 
The next result is crucial.
Lemma 5. Let p > 0 and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be such that






∣∣φi j(x, ξ)∣∣)p dx
)1/p
 ACy−1, (15)
where φi j(x, y) is a coordinate of ∇Vi(x, y), j = 1, . . . ,n + 1, xn+1 = y, i = 0, . . . ,n, V0 = U .
Proof. Fix p > 0 and let l = inf{ j ∈ N: p > p j := (n − 1)/( j + n − 1)}. Since ∇Vi(x, y) ⇒xy→∞ 0, we may use the following
relation (see [3] or [2])













∣∣φi j(x, ξ)∣∣ R(x, y),
where








∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, s + ξ)∣∣)ds.
To prove (15) it is enough to show that
Mp(y, R) ACy−1. (16)
Since (∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, ξ)∣∣)p
is subharmonic [1], the function
wp(x, s + y) :=
(
sup
∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, s + ξ)∣∣)p
ξy
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∫
Rn



















∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, s + ξ)∣∣p j)p/p j dx.
By the choice of p j , we have p/p j > 1 and we may use the well-known [2] Lp/p j -boundedness of the maximal operator:
∫
Rn






∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, s + y)∣∣p dx.
Since Dl−1n+1φi j(x, y) is the l-th derivative of Vi , we use Lemma 2 to get∫
Rn
∣∣∇l Dl−1n+1φi j(x, y)∣∣p dx
∫
Rn




∣∣R(x, y)∣∣p dx A(l,n, p)C
∞∫
0
s(2l−1)p−1(s + y)−2lp ds = A(l,n, p)C y−p,
and (16) is proved. 
Proof of Theorem 2. The proof follows from Lemmata 3, 4, 5. 
4. Proof of Theorem 3
Lemma 6. Let p > 0. Then F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) ∈ Hp iff






∣∣U (x, η)∣∣)p dx< C .





∣∣U (x, y)∣∣)p dx C . (18)
Then we prove that (18) implies(
sup
y>0
∣∣Vi(·, y)∣∣)p ∈ L1(Rn), i = 1, . . . ,n. (19)
To prove (18), we observe that
sup
y>0




∣∣U (x, η)∣∣= lim
y→0 supηy
∣∣U (x, η)∣∣.












∣∣U (x, η)∣∣)p dx C .
It remains to show (19). Using Cauchy–Riemann equations, we have








sk−1Dk−1n+1DiU (x, s + y)ds, (20)0 0





p/2 is subharmonic (p  pk = (n−k)/(n+k−1), see [1,2,8]). Since






























∣∣U (x, y)∣∣)p dx.
The last estimate is proved in [2, p. 170]. 
Lemma 7. Let p > 0 and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be such that V i ⇒xy→∞ 0, i = 1, . . . ,n. Then F ∈ Hp, provided
1) Mp(1, F ) C, 2) Mp(y,U ) C, 3) I(p) < ∞. (21)













∣∣∇U (x, y)∣∣)p dx, ∀G ⊂ Rn. (22)





∣∣Vi(x, y)∣∣)p  (∣∣Vi(x,1)∣∣)p + ( sup
y>0
∣∣∇U (x, y)∣∣)p,
j = 0,1,2, . . . ,n, V0 = U , and the ﬁrst condition in (21).






∣∣Vi(x, y)∣∣)p dx 4N,













∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣= lim
y→0 supξy
∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣













∣∣∇U (x, y)∣∣)p dx 2N.



















∣∣∇U (x, ξ)∣∣)p dx N. 
Lemma 8. Let p > 0 and let F = (U , V1, . . . , Vn) be the harmonic vector satisfying conditions of Theorem 3. Then (18) holds.







∣∣U (x, y)∣∣)p dx ∫
Rn





∣∣∇U (x, y)∣∣)p dx
leads to a contradiction. 
Proof of Theorem 3. The proof follows from Lemmata 8, 7 and 6. 
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